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To Survive 


currently being held in the segre- 

gation units ofthe wimmin’s prison 
in Kingston (P4W, the only federal 
prison for wimmin in Canada) called 
offa “fast to the death.” They had been 
refusing food and water since March 
4, as part of their struggle for survival 
and human rights inside the prison 
walls. One of them stated: “This may 
be the heavy price we wimmin may 
have to pay to resist our oppressors.” 
On March 6,before the strike was 
callled off 25 wimmen in the “A”Range 
section refused meals. One of the 
wimmin has developed kidney prob- 
lems and several others are now in 
hospital. 

They had two basic demands. The 
first, to secure a temporary absence 
pass for Dawn, one of their number, to 
enable her to visit her mother who is 
dying of cancer, was granted. The 
other, the establishment of an inde- 
pendent inquiry into the conditions at 
the prison and into the effects of the 
crimnal justice system on wimmen’s 
lives was denied. By independent in- 


0: Thursday March 6, nine wimmin 





quiry, they meant independent of 
correctional services, of the Solici- 
tor-General, and of the criminal “jus- 
tice” system as it now exists. 
These segreated wimmin, mostly 
Natives, are essentially being held 
as political prisoners, to punish them 
for their roles in an uprising on Feb- 
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ruary 6th. The uprising was caused by 
the death of the inmate Lorna Jones, 
(who died due to lack of medical atten- 
tion and care for a nervous disorder) 
and the prisoncrats’ charging of one of 
her friends with having murdered her. 
This was the fifth Native womyn to die 

(continued on pg. 5) 





Eleven Lil’Wat On Trial For Protecting Burial Grounds From Loggers 


Native Blockade brings RCMP Beatings 


“The invasion of the sovereign 
Mohawk nation ignited our solidarity 
with our brothers and sisters. We, 
too, have a golf course and airport 
built over our sacred ancestral 
gravesites. Logging companies, 
operating under illegal licences is- 
sued by the provincial government 
thathas no jurisdiction over our land, 
have blown up our sacred gravesites 
by building roads to steal our valu- 
able timber resource.” 

—from a Lil’wat Nation 
press statement. 

On February 9, members of the 





| RCMP in British Columbia beat and 
arrested nine men and two women who 
had mounted a blockade. They were 
attempting to protect sacred native 
burial grounds from being destroyed 
by aroadwhich loggers are constructing 
along the Ure Creek drainage basin. 
The logging company, International 
Forest Products, andits sub-contractor 
Howe Sound Timber, are proceding 
with plans to destroy the area even 
though native land claims for the area 
are still before the courts. The courts 
have granted the natives the right to 

(continued on pg. 2) 
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Gulf War Resistance Roundup 


Peace Council in Helsinki issued 
frequent listings of the protest 
actions which were taking place 
throughout the world. Here are a few 
excerpts to give our readers an idea of 
the extent of the actions: 
Netherlands: Feb. 2-Seventy peo- 
ple staged a “die in” at the Amsterdam 
congress of the social democrat party 


[pret counct nts the World 


PvdA, which supported the war. Feb. | 


4-250 people blockading the Amster- 


violently by police. Feb. 16-nation- 
wide day of action. Weekly vigils in 
many cities. Feb. 25-demonstration 
against WW2 arrest of Jews turns into 
rally against the war, with 600 partici- 
pating. 





Non-Aligned Countries: Feb. 11- 
12-15 non-aligned countries includ- 
ing Algeria, India, Iran and Venezuela 
met in Belgrade to begin an initiative 
for ending the war. 

Pakistan: dozens of apparently 
spontaneous pro-lraq demonstrations 
occurred each day of the war, though 
the ruling coalition remained studi- 
ously neutral. 

USA: Over 1,500 U.S. soldiers filed 


| for conscientious objector status, 
dam Stock Exchange were dispersed | 


thousands more for hardship or 
medical discharges. Several were 
taken into U.S. military custody to 
await court-martial. Jan. 30-1,000 
demonstrated at the National TV 
Buildings in New York urging more 
accurate media coverage (media ig- 


| nored this.) Feb, 15-16-cross-country 
local sage Pollshows 49% of blacks 
(compared to 77% of country) support 
the war. 

Australia: Feb. 10-15,000 march in 
Sydney. Feb. 22-”stand in for peace” 
focussing on victims of the war or- 
ganized by the Brisbane City Soccer 
Club. 5,000 stage “die-in” in Sydney; 
fax numbers for Bush and Hawke given 
out. March 9-rally called for gathering 
of Socialist International Leaders in 
Sydney. 

Great Britain: Feb. 13-Labour Party 
leading poets participated in Poets for 
Peace reading in Dublin. Many 
“wimmen only” services and vigils. 

Palestine: 52 writers and artists 

(continued on pg.3) 





Lil’ Wat Nation Under Attack 


proceed with a defense case based on 
the sovereign nation argument. How- 
ever, the corporation has continued 
operations and obtained an injunction 
against the blockade. When a native 


lawyer asked that the injunction be | 


lifted until the decision on the sover- 
eignty trial, the court threatened him 
with disbarrment. 

At the time of a February 19 press 
release, the eleven victims remained 
in jail without bail. This is not the first 
time members of the Lil’wat have been 
jailed. Last November 6, 63 members 
of the band were dragged away from 
the site of a previous blockade which 
had existed since July 12, the day after 
the first rounds of gunfire against the 
Mohawk blockade at Kanehsatake. 





The Lil’wat maintain that they are a 
sovereign nation (based on interpre- 
tation of the 1763 Royal Proclamation), 
and that therefore the courts and 
police have no jurisdiction over them. 
49 of those arrested spent almost a 
month behind bars without bail be- 
cause, refusing to acknowledge a 
foreign nation’s authority, they did 
not give their colonized names or sign 
a pledge to not reopen the blockade. 

During the crisis, the wimmen of 
the Lil’wat Nation have come together 
in a circle to provide mutual support 
and conductrituals. They are planning 
to starta garden and farming in the 
spring, and to get a kitchen going so 
that they can have a bakery. Co- 
ordinatory Elaine James explains: “If 


from page 1 
someone needs bread, they can trade 
for something else. It would be like a 
cooperative.” 

The First Nations people will continue 
to act until they are recognized as the 
sovereign nations they know them- 
selves to be and until the lands they 
hold as sacred are returned to their 
jurisdiction for the protection needed 
for the survival of all. Material and 
moral support are urgently needed. 
Donations can be sent to Bank of Nova 
Scotia, Account #1035827, Branch 
00380, Vancouver. For further infor- 
mation, call Terri Jonn at 604-894- 
6069 fax or phone. 


(condensed from an article by Jill Bend) 
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T 
New World Order — Same Old Order 


he “Gulf War” wasn’t really a war at | 
T all. When twenty-six industrial na- 
tions drop thousands of bombs, 
containing many times the tonnage of 
explosives that destroyed Nagasaki in 
1945, over a six-week period we are 
speaking not ofa war but ofa massacre, 
one of the first to be initiated by the New 
World Order. We will briefly trace how 
this Order came about. 
Although the USA is commonly cred- 
ited with having freed its slaves in 1865, 
what in fact happened was a slight 





from page 1 
at the prison in the past few months (a 
sixth is in critical condition.) 


By refusing to allow the prisoners a | 
healing circle, the authorities increased | 


tension and then used a confrontation 
with a Correctional Services employee 


on March 6th as an excuse to lock the | 


prisoners in their cells. Refusal to allow 
the prisoner accused of murder access 
to a native elder was the last straw, and 
some wimmin in “A” range blocked off 
a barrier, took over the wing and painted 
their faces with “war paint.” 

The guards manipulated the situation 
into a “riot” in order to qualify for “danger 
pay” by assembling riot gear in plain 
sight of the wimmin. They movedin with 
full force—gas, dogs, riot clups—and 
continued to mace wimmin even when 


they had fallen to the floor (some of | 
whom had known medical conditions.) | 


This is considerably more brutality than 
has been used to break riots of white 
wimmin. The victims were then thrown 
into cold showers and then into their 
cells, where the native wimmin were left 


modification in U.S. methods of ad- 
ministering slavery which reflected 
the tilt in power from the agricultural 
south to the industrial north, made 


bringing the slaves to North America 
to work on plantations, the USA 
after 1865 left them in their native 
| countries and imported the stuff they 
produced instead. To make sure 
that they remained slaves, i.e. forced 
labour with no control over their 
| working conditions, the Americans 


| naked while the white ones were 
| given clothes (many refused them.) 
| While the authorities publicize their 
| lies about what happened, the pris- 
| Oners are denied access to Elders, 
| press or counselling. 

Lubicon Cree advisor Fred 
Lennarson says that genocide in 
Canada is not so much a matter of 
cattle trucks and gas chambers, but 
the conditions which ensure the 
slow, deliberate destruction of the 
cultures of First Nations—resulting 
in imprisonment, poverty, ill health 
and suicides as well as lower life 
expectancies and high rates of in- 
| fant and maternal mortality. 

Letters of protest should be sent 
to the Solicitor-General (Parliament 


warden (POB 515, Kingston Ontario 
| K7L4W/7.) They should demand that 


acts of self-defense against abusive 
individuals have their cases reo- 
pened, as there are now legal 
precedents for recognizing the 


legitimate defence. 

(material supplied by Through the 
Walls, c/o 472 Albert St., Kingston 
Ontario K7L 3W3.) 





official by the Civil War. Instead of | 


Buildings, Ottawa) and to the prison | 


wimmin prisoners incarcerated for | 


“battered wimmin’s syndrome” asa | 
| zone of influence, and all three will 





, andEuropeans divided South America, 
Asia and Africa into separate political 
units known as countries. These coun- 


| tries were divided among the powers. 


While Europe ruled its conquests 
directly, the USA preferred a polcy of 
“neo colonialism” through which it in- 
stalled corrupt small ruling elites from 


| each country’s citizenry, who were 


willing to exploit workers and peasants 
on behalf of the corporations so long 
as they were allowed to live comfort- 
ably. The elites were backed by U.S.- 
trained armies or, where these proved 
insufficient, by direct U.S. military in- 
tervention. When the European colo- 
nial empires were destroyed in the first 
two world wars of this century, the 
USA undertook to control the entire 
third world through neo-colonialism. 
WW3 began on March 17, 1947 when 
President Truman proclaimed his 
doctrine that the USA has the right to 
intervene anywhere in the world, and 
immediately invoked this principle to 


į; suppress popular movements in 
| Greece and Turkey. They’ve been at it 





ever since. By the 1970s, U.S. corpo- 
rations had gone transnational and, 
instead of relying solely on the U.S. 
government as the means of exploiting 
third worldresources, they evolved the 


| trilateralist doctrine that the USA, Ja- 


pan and Western Europe would dictate 
to the rest of the world. This process 
was subsequently facilitated by the 
collapse of the Soviet empire, and by 
Russia’s growing identification with the 
other industrialized nations. 

Under the New World Order the 
United States, the European Common 
Market and Japan will each have its 


work together to maintain third world 
slavery by regulating monetary flow, 
(continued on pg. 6) 
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Same Old Order ...... 


enforcing payment of third world debts 
(mainly incurred by the dictators they 
set up,) and, where necessary, by 
massacres such as the one in the Gulf. 
The USA is consolidating its position by 
forcing “free trade” on Canada and 
Mexico, though both countries’ 
populaces voted against it (Canadians 
were unable to defeat “free trade” be- 
cause their votes were divided between 
the Liberals and the NDP, while the 
result of the Mexican election was 
simply ignored by the ruling party.) 

Continued United States dominance 
of the trilateral alliance is seen by its 
current forcing of the European powers 
to abandon subsidies to farmers (via 
theresumed GATT talks) so that corpo- 
rate agribusiness can take over farm- 
ers’ land, as has already happened in 
North America. The USA retains the 
power to pull off military coups on its 
own, such as the one that happened in 
Thailand while the world’s attention 
was focussed on the Persian Gulf situ- 
ation (the last such coup in Thailand 
took place in 1976.) 

Meanwhile, people at the grassroots 
level continue to organize against war, 
“free trade” and other manifestations 
of the New Order. One way we must 
resist is to win our economic inde- 
pendence from the corporations, which 
can best be done by developing net- 
works of small firms which use compu- 
terized techniques and can band to- 
gether to produce complex products. 
These firms can be individually owned, 
as in Modena and other parts of 
northcentral Italy where over 300,000 
such democratically run firms exist and 
co-operate with one another, or owned 
by workers’ coops, as in Mondragon 
and other Basque areas of Spain. Only 
by freeing themselves can workers in 





the industrialized nations work to 
free others. 





Calendar 


March 16: irish Freedom Asso- 
ciation sponsors “Off Our Knees”- a 
film by Bernadette Devlin McAliskey 
depicting the civil rights struggle in 
the North of Ireland and “Plastic 
Bullets, the Deadly Truth”. Euclid 
Theatre (Euclid Ave. at College, 778- 
7821 for info). 7:30 pm. $6/$5 
unwaged. 

Traditional Awareness Gathering at 
the Native Canadian Centre featur- 
ing traditional teaching circles, sun- 
rise ceremony, social dancing and 
drumming. 16 Spadina Rd., (964- 
9087). $25 for weekend, $10 stu- 
dents/seniors. 

March 19:AIDS Action Now! Town 
Hall Meeting with Evelyn Gigantes - 
Ont. Minister for Health. An opportu- 
nity to let ‘em know what PLWA/ 
HIV’s need and demand. 519 Church 
St. Community Centre, 8 pm. 
March 21: Forum on Child Sexual 
Abuse presented by Aftermath (self- 
help for families of sexually abused 
children, 461-2545). Ont. Hydro 
Building, 2nd floor auditorium, 700 


| University atCollege. 7:30 pm. Free. 


KAA LC 


Ecomediaisan international "wire service“ that actsas 
an alternative to regular news services. We focus on 
news and often censored information on autonomous 
and anarchist resistance and analysis of current 
events. 

Ecomedia Toronto isa localofficeinvolved inthree 
main projects: a radio show every Wednesday on 
CKLN 88.1 FM between 7 and 8 pm on the "Word of 
Mouth” program; aiso another radio spot, Uppercut, 
at 12:15 pm Fridays on CIUT 89.5 FM; and the bulletin 
in your hands, published bi-weekly and free at loca- 
tions around the city. Subscriptions are $18/yr (26 
issues) mailed monthly to cut costs. Order from the 
address onthe front. Make cheques or M.O.'s payable 
to Ecomedia. 





Assaault Victim Charged 


Cynthia Johnson is charged with at- 
tempted murder of a former colleague 
with whom she had recently ended a 
relationship. This man went to 
Cynthia’s home where a struggle 
ensued andhe received an injury with 
a knife. The prosecutor alleges that 
Ms. Johnson committed an unpro- 
voked attack on him. 

Cynthia’s defence is that she was 
sexually assauited by this man in her 
home and that she acted in self de- 
fence. While she was in police cus- 
tody, the police refused to allow a 
rape kit to be administered. Without 
this test, evidence of sexual assault is 
extremely difficult to obtain. 

Although “presumed innocent”, the 
Board of Education has denied 
Cynthia her night school and summer 
teaching positions. As a result of the 
ensuing financial difficulties, she has 
lost her home. Needless to say the 
alleged “victim” has suffered none of 
these consequences. 

Cynthia, who has been awaiting 
her trial since November 1989, needs 
moral and community support. Her 
case comes to trial April 2 and we 
urge everyone to act quickly on her 
behalf, and on behalf of all women 
who suffer legal punishment as a re- 
sult of fighting back. You can help by 
sending a letter or telegram to the 
attorney-general urging him to drop 
the attempted murder charge, by at- 
tending demonstrations currently 
being planned and the trial April 2, 
and by making a financial donation 
toward Cynthia’s high legal costs. 
Send donations to: 

Cynthia Johnson 

c/o P.O. Box 6597 

Station A 

Toronto MSW 1X4 


